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Sandford Road, Littlemore in 1905 

 
What we do 
 

Littlemore has a bit of everything, from 
evidence of Iron Age settlements to cutting 
edge 21st century technology at the Oxford 
Science Park. 

 
Littlemore Railway Staff 

And in between we have Roman potters, 
Knights Templar, nuns, farmers, railwaymen, 
“pauper lunatics” and their attendants, a vicar 
who is about to be made a saint, car workers 
and footballers!  

 
Littlemore Laundry cart 

 

LLHS covers all these and more in our 
projects and activities. 
 
Talks 
 

We run a regular programme of talks with 
guest speakers and our own resident 
experts. We cover a variety of subjects on 
Littlemore, Oxford and further afield. 
 
Walks 
 

During the summer and occasionally at other 
times we organise group walks to find out 
about different features in the area.  

Down Railway Lane 

We’ve looked at ancient rights of way, old 
field boundaries and listed buildings among 
much else.  
 
Social events 
 

We have a Christmas social every year. A 
summer afternoon of live music and dancing 
is becoming a regular fixture. 
 
Local events 
 

We have produced a range of leaflets and 
booklets as well as bags, mugs and tea 
towels. We also do a great line in greeting 
cards based on our photographic collection. 
We have these on sale at our meetings and 
also at community events several times a 
year. These fairs give us a great opportunity 
to meet people and find out what they 
remember about life round here. 
 
Archaeology 
 

Some of our expert members run digs in 
Littlemore, discovering and dating layers of 
subsoil and turning up pottery and other 
remains. 

 
Archaeological dig in a Littlemore garden 



 
Typical finds from Littlemore digs 

 

There was a lot of interest when the 
Benedictine Priory at the Minchery was 
excavated by professional archaeologists 
before the Hilton Hotel was built there, and 
their team gave us a guided tour of the site. 
 
Our archives 
 

We have a sizeable archive of documents 
and old photographs and are always looking 
for more. Some dedicated members are in 
the process of cataloguing every item and 
conserving them properly. Selected material 
is on display at each meeting and event. 

 
Steam waggon in Littlemore, produced for the 
Boer War by Oxford Steam Plough Company 

 

History of the streets 
 

A new project plans to research and record 
the development of Littlemore one road at a 
time. Modern housing will one day become 
historic - the aim is to document it while 
residents can tell us about their memories of 
their houses, as well as to look at 
architectural features. 

 

 
Top: Victorian terraces in Littlemore 

Middle: 1920s - very early social housing 
Bottom: Brand new energy efficient houses 

 
Old buildings 
 

Littlemore has 14 listed buildings and others 
which are worthy of listing as well as ancient 
stone walls which still line some footpaths 
alongside modern housing. Members have 

had training in identifying and dating 
features, with a long term aim of researching 
the history of the oldest buildings. 

 
 
Graves 
 

Littlemore LHS took part in an Oxfordshire-
wide project to record the inscriptions on all 
the gravestones in the church graveyard. 
There is now a CD with details and photos of 
the stones, correlated with records in the 
parish registers.

 
 
Contact us 
 

We meet on the 3rd Wednesday of most 
months at Littlemore Community Centre, 
Giles Road, Oxford.           Website: 
littlemorelocalhistorysociety.wordpress.com 
Email: history.littlemore@gmail.com 
Facebook: Littlemore Local History Society 
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